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In the first issuc o f  .yj:icn:a. l'he Journal of the 
Malta  Charnbcr  of  Scicntists.  it  is  our privilege as 
Foundation President and  For~ndation mcmbcr of 
Council. to outline  thc  activities  of  the  first two 
ycars  of  thc Chamber's life.  This  also  gives us a n  
opporlunilg  to reflect on what  we  scc as thc futurc 
of' the Chamber. 

Thc  MaIta Chanlbcr  of Scicntists  has  bccorne thc 
national representative organisalion  of practising 
scientists  in  Malta.  Thcre  is  now  an  organisation 
which is adminis:ratively sound, with a hcalthy 
budgct. ready to  facc  the  futurc with conficicnce. 
The introduction of Ajenza roughly  coincides  with 
thc second anniversary of thc inaugural  cvcnt  with 
which lhc new Malta Charnbcr  of  Scicntists  was 
publiclv launched. It  completcs  a  packagc  of  threc 
publications that complement each othcr. The 
publica~ions have  bcen sustained successfully and 
it  is  hopcd  that  thcy will be developed further. A 
quarrerly newsletter, produced by Dr. Christian 
Sccrri. serves to inform mcmbers of Chamber 

activities.  and  thc  monthly  Malta  Sciericc  Rcports 
in "Thc  Timcs", edited by Dr. Richard Mnscat. 
providcs  space  for thc mcmbers of  the  Charnbcr  lo 
give visibility to their work in the e.ycs of the 
gencral public. Togethcr the?; contribute 
substantially  lo  increasing science  awarcncss  and 
sciencc literacy especially anlong thc younger 
gcncrations. I t  is known that thc Malta Science 
Reports arc read with considerablc intercst by 
prorninent members of thc reading public 
including high officcrs in the civil scnlice and 
diplomatic representatives. 

Thc rcgular Business and Scientific  fvlcctings  havc 
bcen  prominent  activities successfully  sustaincd  for 
thc  Iast two  years.  Many important a t ~ d  rclevant 
topics havc been covered ranging from basic or 
enabling  sciences  to  science  policy  and  industrial 
applications.  One  of the most riotablc  events  was 
the joint mecting that was held with the 
PUGWASH Conferencc on Sciencc and World 
affairs. This  was the first public appcarrtnce of 
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PUGWASH and of Nobcl  Lmreate Joseph Rotblart  after 
they had been  awarded  the  Nobol Pcacc Prizc. Since 
thcn.  the  Malta  Chalnbcr  of  Scientists  has  rcprcsentcd 
thc Pugwash Conference on Science and World affairs in 
Malta. Il is  hoped  that the role of  the  Chamber  in  this 
prestigious group  will  bc  incrcascd.  Equally  important 
meclings on sciencc policy haw becn hcld in conjnnclion 
with thc Malta Developrncnt Corporat~on and other 
business leaders. Following such a meeting, an 
agrcemenl  was  rcached  with  Mcssrs.  Sin~onds Farsons 
Cisk L,td., for financial support for thc scientific 
nieclings. Hcnccforth. thcsc  scientific  meetings shalI be 
known  as  the  Farsons  Serics. The Charnbcr  played a n  
imporlant part  in  the  Malta  Scicncc Week  by  providing 
public speakcrs and many members contributed in 
various  capaciiics. I l  is  hopcd Lhat Ihe  Chamber will 
participalc again ncst year. 

Thc Chamber continues to grow and to establish itseIf on 
Ihc  Maltese  profcssional  sccne. There  are  now 200 
rncn~bcrs drawn from all seclors of the national cconomy 
and fro~~r a11 scientific discipli~~es. A p~~ofessional: rcgistcr 
of  scicntists has been  compiled  for  the first  :in~e. This 
register will occupy an irnporlant position in Llzc 
ccrtiilcation of sciencc spccialisls in lhc contest of 
profcssional recognition within thc Europcan Union. 
Furthcr g r o ~ l h  is possible by  targeling new graduatcs for 
mcrnbcrship.  Thcrc is scopc for undergraduates and 
possibly sixth form scier~ec students to be  aFIiIiatd  with 
the  Chamber  of  Sclcnlists  in  a  Junior  Chnbcr.  Also a 
Corporale Clwnkr desemcs i~rtcntion to su.st.aIn gronlh. 

There  haw  been areas in which less success has  been 
achieved, such as in promoting amdtation and continuous 
professional development credits. This is important because 
shortly it will no  longer be possible, in Europe, to use my 
professional  .scientrfic designation  without an appropriate 
national accrdtation proccss. Pcrllaps, m n t ,  sad wcnts in 
the industrial scclor serve to  emphasisc the importance  of 
this issue in a dramatic manner. The membership should be 
left in no doubt as to thc irnponancc of a properly conducted 
aarcditation system which will senle a!l members in 
enhancing their profmional  standing in Miita and within 
the larger European context. The next council will 
undaubtedl~ havc the onus of  in~plernenting a  professional 
accreditation syslcm lrnked to  progranrtm  for conlinuous 
professional development. The new council will also have to 
work lwdcr  at  the  political level to ensure  stable and 
sustairid funding for scientific rescarch and lo improvc the 
Iink between enabling  sciences  and  social or  cconornic 
developn~cn~, perhaps,  through  a  National  Formdatjon for 
ScienlxGc Resuch. 

All thc abovc  mentioned  acriviks  would not have boen 
pssible without  thc efforl put in by  tho.% members silting 
on various conuninees of the Chmntcr. Also nwiy 
compxuics have supported the Charnkr and spccial rnenlion 
should be oven lo  thc Malh CounciI  for  Science  and 
TecImology for a foundation grant of Lm  1,000 and Messrs. 
Lowcnbrau Ltd. for cordially hosting council meetings. It is 
hoped  that  this slrpport together wilh  addiCiona1 public  and 
private SECIor financial  support will be attracted in thc 
future. 

Membership 
Full membership  of  the  Malta  Chamber  of  Scientists is open  to  all  individuals  possessing  a  first 
degree in  a science related  subject. Candidate membership is open to  students reading  For  a science 
related degree. Membership fees are due on the I June of each year. 

Yearly membership fees: Em 10 for hll membership (Lm IS for a married couple both  of whom 
are members). 
Em5 For  candidate members. 

Benefits include: 1. Subscription to Xjenza 
2. Right to attend all monthly scientific meetings 
3. Quarterly newsletter' 

Please n~ail or Fax  your details to the: 
The Malta Chamber of Scientists, 
P.O. Box 45, 
Valletta B.P.O., 
Valletta. 
TeI:/Fax: 343535 
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